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Bill-busting tips online for free 

By Steve Fountain

Need to reduce your spending in 2006? If so, the Internet could help - with money-saving tips and fast ways to find the cheapest deals. Here's a quick guide to some of the most useful web sites for cutting down on spending and getting out of the red.

DEBTS: The Citizens' Advice Bureau (www.adviceguide.org.uk/index/life/debt.htm) has helpful guides to dealing with debt and getting your finances healthy. If you're having problems, the site also suggests how to contact creditors - and provides sample letters you can use and adapt.

UTILITIES: Paying too much for your fuel bills? Independent web site uSwitch (www.uswitch.com) compares gas and electricity prices. You can also find the best deals for broadband and digital TV.

TRAVEL: Need a lift to work - or got a spare space in your car? Liftshare (www.liftshare.com) has grown to nearly 100,000 members. It's free to find drivers and passengers via the web site, so you can save on your travel costs.

SHOPPING: If you need to buy household goods or gifts, visit Kelkoo (www.kelkoo.co.uk), Pricerunner (www.pricerunner.co.uk) or Shopping.com (www.shopping.com) to find sites offering the lowest prices on the Internet. 

PHONECALLS: If you make plenty of calls abroad, then Skype (www.skype.com) could be the answer. It turns your PC into a phone, using your Internet connection, speakers, microphone and free-to-download software. Calls to UK mobiles may be cheaper too. 

EVERYTHING ELSE: Claiming to provide "Consumer Revenge", the Money Saving Expert (www.moneysavingexpert.com) offers masses of independent advice on everything from cheap flights and weddings, to pet insurance, renting DVDs and finding the best credit card. Journalist Martin Lewis provides valuable insights that will appeal to everyone - whether you're skint or loaded. It's one of the cleverest and most helpful web sites you'll find.

